




DETECTIVE JOSEPH FRANCO 

CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS 

1. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South,
on or about April 10, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in Department
reeords, to wit: said Detective indicated in a New York City Police Department Observation
DD5 Report that he observed two (2) individuals identities known to the Department engage
in a narcotics related transaction when that was not in fact true.

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph I FALSE STATEMENTS 

2. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on
or about April 10, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in Department
records, to wit: said Detective provided a member of service known to the Department with
false information which led to the creation of two (2) New York City Police Department
Arrest Online Omnifonn Reports for the arrests of two individuals known to the Department
to be filed with the Department containing false information.

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph 1 FALSE STATEMENTS 

3. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on
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or about April 11, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in the Criminal Court
of New York County, to wit: said Detective provided a member of service known to the
Department with false information which led to two {2) Criminal Court Affidavits containing
false information to be filed with the Court of New York County.

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph I FALSE STATEMENTS 

4. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on
or about April 16, 2018 and May 30, 2018, falsely testified before the Grand Jury in New
York County that he observed two (2) individuals identities known to the Department engage
in a narcotics related transaction, when that was not in fact true.

P.G. 203-08, Page I, Paragraph 1 FALSE STATEMENTS 

5. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on
or about May 17, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in Department records,
to wit: said Detective indicated in a New York City Police Department Observation DD5
Report that at approximately 1540 hours, he observed three (3) individuals, identities known
to the Department engage in a narcotics related transaction, when that was not in fact true.

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph 1 FALSE STATEMENTS 

6. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on
or about May 17, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in Department records,
to wit: said Detective indicated in a New York City Police Department Observation DDS
Report that at approximately 1605 hours, he observed three (3) individuals identities known
to the Department engage in a narcotics related transaction, when that was not in fact true.

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph l FALSE STATEMENTS 
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7. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on or
about May 17, 2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in Department records, to
wit: said Detective provided a member of service known to the Department with false
information which le<l to the creation of four ( 4) New York City Police Department Arrest
Online Omniform Reports for the arrests of four ( 4) individuals identities known to the
Department to be filed with the Department containing false in.fonnation.

P.O. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph 1 FALSE STATEMENTS 

8. Said Detective Joseph Franco, while assigned to Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, on or
about May 17,2018, while on duty, caused false entries to be made in the Criminal Court of
the County of New York, to wit: said Detective provided a member of service known to the
Department with false information which led to three (3) Criminal Court Affidavits
containing false information to be filed with the Court of New York County. (As amended)

P.G. 203-08, Page 1, Paragraph I FALSE STATEMENTS 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The above-named member of the Department appeared before me on December 2 and 3, 

2019, and February 3, 2020. Respondent, through his counsel, entered a plea of Not Guilty to 

the subject charges. The Department called Deteetive Kyle Crevatas and Sergeant Alvin Valdez 

as witnesses, and introduced video footage of the two incidents. Respondent called Lieutenant 

Washington Zurita and Detectives Logan Payano, Jawuan Hubbard, and Edwin Martinez as 

witnesses. Respondent testified on his own behalf. A stenographic transcript of the trial record 

has been prepared and is available for the Police Commissioner's review. Having reviewed all 

of the evidence in this matter, I find Respondent guilty of all charges and recommend that he be 

dismissed from the Department. 

ANALYSIS 

This case involves multiple allegations of false statements made by Respondent in 

connection with three narcoties-related transactions that he claims to have witnessed on two 

separate dates in New York County. The information provided by Respondent led to the arrest 
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the Department on March 1, 2000. Information from his personnel record that was considered in 

making this penalty recommendation is contained in an attached confidential memorandum. 

Respondent has been found guilty of all eight specifications. The Advocate asks that 

Respondent be dismissed from the Department. In support of that recommendation, the 

Advocate cites Disciplinary Case Nos. 2010 2753 & 2010-3188 (Sept. 21, 2015) (15-year 

detective with no disciplinary record dismissed from the Department for lying about the sale of 

drugs and falsifying Department paperwork; and Disciplinary Case No. 2012-8723 (Dec. 4, 

2014) (14-year detective with three prior adjudications dismissed from the Department for 

falsely stating on a criminal court affidavit, arrest report, and before the Grand Jury, that he 

observed a perpetrator in possession ofa controlled substance). 

Section 203-08 of the Patrol Guide states that "the intentional making of a false statement 

is prohibited, and \viii be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal. 

Intentionally making a false official statement regarding a material matter will result in dismissal 

from the Department, absent exceptional circumstances." Here, Respondent falsely claimed that 

he observed three separate drug sales, none of which he actually witnessed. The information he 

provided led directly to the arrests of multiple individuals. Numerous official police repo1ts and 

criminal court affidavits were generated based on Respondent's false narrative, and Respondent 

repeated his fabrications, under oath, during two separate Grand Jury appearances. Respondent's 

actions are wholly inconsistent with the values and standards that the Department demands of its 

officers. 

This tribunal is mindful that several members of service testified as to Respondent's hard 

work and dedication to the Department. Nevertheless, Respondent egregiously and irrevocably 

violated the oath he swore to uphold, and separation is warranted. Taking into account the 
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totality of the circumstances and issues in this case, I recommend that Respondent be 

DISMISSED from the New York City Police Department. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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