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additional officers came into the apartment. Trossi testified that he told Kalicovic he could
search the apartment, but as Kalicovic was walking past Trossi he punched Trossi in the face and
tackled him to the ground. (Tr. 111-112, 153) On the way down, Trossi fell on top of, and
destroyed, a sewing machine, which his wife described as having been attached to a table. (Tr.
82, 113) Trossi claimed that while he was down on the ground in a fetal position, he was beaten
about his face and body and choked by the officers, though he did not specify which officers did
what to him. (Tr. 112-115) Trossi, who estimated that he was about 6°1”, 193 pounds at the
time, was then taken out of the apartment by the officers and placed in the police car. (Tr. §17,
148-149) As aresult of the beating, Trossi sustained a “really swollen” head and other bruising,
for which he was given ice packs and painkillers at Riker’s Island. (Tr. 115, 118) CCRB
introduced eight photographs into evidence (collectively CCRB Ex. 5) depicting Trossi’s
injuries, including bruising to the side of his face and arm, though no medical records were
proffered. Trossi’s wife Goldie also observed the visible injuries sustained by her husband;
however, she arrived after he was already handcuffed. (Tr. 76, 78-79, 101) Goldie also testified
that when she left the apartment 15 minutes before the incident, both the outside door and inside

door to the apartment were closed. (Tr. 73)

For the most part, Trossi was composed in giving his account of the incident. However,
he became somewhat combative in answering questions about a prior arrest involving an assault
on a police officer, who he described as “another corrupt cop.” In that case, which occurred
about four years earlier, Trossi pled guilty to a felony, though he claimed he was “forced” to do
so because he was in jail on high bail. (Tr. 122-123) Trossi also admitted that he had prior

misdemeanor convictions for weapons possession (Where there was an allegation of menacing)
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and endangering the welfare of a minor (for spanking his child). (Tr. 125, 129) Trossi
acknowledged that he has a civil lawsuit pending against the City in connection with this

incident where he is seeking one million dollars in damages. (Tr. 119, 139, 154-155)

Although this tribunal certainly is not prepared to discount the entirety of Trossi’s
testimony based on his prior convictions and his interest in a pending lawsuit, these are factors
that impact negatively on his credibility. Indeed, some of Trossi’s testimony came across as not
completely truthful. He likely was more upset about his step-daughter’s “do them both dirty”
comment than he acknowledged, since he cared enough about it to text his wife immediately, and
was already agitated by the time police arrived. His claim that he never got into a fighting stance
is not credible, not just because he admittedly trains at a local boxing club, but because several of
the officers present inside the apartment testified consistently about Trossi doing just that. (Tr.
134-136, 251, 283, 307) Further, this tribunal finds it unlikely that Kalicovic just punched and

tackled Trossi for no reason after Trossi had just given consent to search. (Tr. 112)

Kalicovic’s testimony was at odds with Trossi's on several points. Kalicovic testified
that as he was walking up the stairs to the apartment, he heard “screaming and yelling” from
inside the apartment. The door to the apartment was open two or three feet. Kalicovic called out
“police”, but received no response, so he walked into the apartment and again announced
“police.” (Tr. 180, 182, 212) Kalicovic testified that he first saw a young female come from the
back, and then Trossi emerged from one of the bedrooms as well. (Tr. 183-184) Trossi was
shirtless, and the sergeant did not see any firearm in his waistband. {Tr. 184, 214) Kalicovic
informed Trossi why they were there, and a visibly upset Trossi, with fists clenched in a

“fighting stance”, yelled at the young female to get her mother on the phone. An irate Trossi

















