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POLICE QFFICER CHARLES GOVE

POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW MANCHESTER

the stairs. (Tr. 136-37). He further stated that an officer he identified in court as
Respondent Gove put his hands on him first and Respondent Valentin approached and
said, “Get him the fuck out of here.” (Tr. 140). When asked on cross-examination to
view the video of the lobby area, Mr. Brown could not locate a segment of video which
showed that Respondent Gove grabbed him around the neck and threw him against the
wall as he had previously told CCRB. (Tr. 153, 162-64). Mr. Brown stated that he was
handcuffed and he saw five or six police “getting into a little altercation,” with Mr.
Raglan. He also testified that he saw Ms. Peters “get flung down the stairs.” (Tr. 141).
He described Ms. Peters as coming up the stairs when the police dragged her back down
ali the steps. (Tr. 142). Mr. Brown acknowledged during his testimony that he had been
arrested “six, seven, eight times” for marijuana charges. (Tr. 146).

Mr. Raglan testified that he was fourteen years old at the time of the incident.
(Tr. 186). As he was in the lobby that night, he heard a female cop telling his sister, who
was entering the building, “Get the fuck upstairs, bitch.” As he was going up the stairs,
Mr. Raglan stated that he turned around and said, “Don’t call my sister a bitch. * (Tr.
| 189-90). It was at that point, according to Mr. Raglan, that “a lot” of police came into the
lobhy area of the huilding. (Tr. 191). Mr. Raglan testified that the police came up to him
while he was inside the second interior lobby of the building and “started grabhing me by
my neck and choking me, pulling me by my hoodie, and they tossed me on the ground.”
(Tr. 194). He further described that someone he can’t identify picked him up by the front
of his hoodie and started dragging him (Tr. 196). He felt like he was being choked and he

couldn’t hreathe for a second or two. (Tr. 196-97). On cross-examination, after viewing
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a deliberate use of force. There is no clear video clip of Respondent Manchester using
force to pull Ms. Peter’s hair out. Therefore, based on his credible testimony as supported

by the video, I find Respondent Manchester Not Guilty.

PENALTY RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to determine an appropriate penalty, Respondent’s service record was
examined. See Matter of Pell v. Board of Education, 34 N.Y.2d 222 (1974). Respondent
Valentin was appointed to the Department on July 7, 1999, Respondent Alston was
appointed on July 11, 2005, Respondent Laliberte was appointed on December 8, 1997.
[nformation from their personnel record that was considered in making this penalty
recommendation is contained in an attached confidential memorandum.

CCRB has requested penalties of the loss of eight vacation days for Respondent
Valentin, the loss of ten vacation days for Respondent Laliberte, and the loss of five
vacation days for Respondent Alston, Trecommend that these penalties be imposed.
They are consistent with prior adjudicated cases.

An eleven-year police officer and six-year officer with no prior disciplinary
record forfeited ten vacation days each for stopping complainant and arresting him for
disorderly conduct without having the requisite legal authority to do so. See Case Nos.
2010-912 & 2010-913, (Dec. 7, 2011). Respondents claimed that they arrested
complainant for impeding traffic. Even taking their testimony at face value, however,
there was no basis for the stop and subsequent arrest.

An eight-year police officer, with one prior adjudication, forfeited 15 vacation

days for abusing his authority by issuing a summaons for Disorderly Conduct without


















