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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE PRESENTED 

The Department's Case 

The Department called Detective Richard Mecabe, Sergeant Kevin Byrnes and 

Sharon Hewitt as witnesses. 

Detective Richard Mecabe 
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Detective Richard Mecabe, who is assigned to the Joint Terrorist Task Force 

(JTTF) Domestic Terrorism Group, recalled that in January, 2007, he was assigned to an 

investigation into a group called the Vinlanders and the Respondent's "name came up" 

during that investigation. Mecabe described the Vinlanders as a group that was organized 

in about 2003 to unite all the smaller white power, skinhead groups under one umbrella. 

Mecabe described white power as the belief that just one race, the white race, is pure. To 

promote their beliefs, they advocate any type of action, including violence, to get their 

point across. 

During the course of his investigation, he received information that a splinter 

white power group was attempting to form in this area called the New York Empire 

Skinheads. The group consisted of four or five individuals who grew up together in 

Brooklyn and who attempted to join and fall under the Vinlanders group. Mecabe did not 

know what the initiation process was to join the Vinlanders other than that there was a 

probation period of one year. Probationary members wore a patch on their jacket. 

The FBI prepared a report containing intelligence information gathered from around the 

country on the Vinlanders and the Empire State Skinheads. The latter group started out 
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As part of his investigation, Byrnes accessed information available on the internet 

including MySpace accounts. He described MySpace as a social networking site "where 

you put yourself, not necessarily your entire information, but you give yourself a screen 

name and you can communicate with friends, virtual friends I guess you would call it." 

Typically, a MySpace account includes pictures and a list of"friends" that you have. To 

become a "friend" on someone's MySpace account, "you send the person who you want 

to be friends with a request, and then that person has to either accept or deny your 

request." Once you have been accepted as a friend on a MySpace account, you are able 

to send the account holder notes, pictures, postings, private messages, icons and "that sort 

of thing." A MySpace account can be set up as a private one where only friends can view 

it or it can be open to the public where anyone can view it. 

On January 26, 2007, JTTF reported to !AB that the Respondent had a MySpace 

account and provided a printout of the account to Byrnes. Several of his "friends" had 

been identified as Vinlanders and had listed as their icon the patch used by the Vinlanders 

Social Club. This icon was also depicted on the Vinlanders' website as their official 

icon. 

A 36-page printout of the Respondent's MySpace account on the internet was 

admitted into evidence as DX 2. Byrnes recalled that Mecabe and an FBI agent assigned 

to JTTF informed him that on page one, on the bottom right of the page, the icon listed 

for Ryan Larage is the patch for the Vinlanders Social Club probationary status. The next 

page depicts three patches that are Vinlander patches. One is a probationary patch and 

two are full-fledged member patches. Byrnes was informed by JTTF that a "friend" 

listed on page 16 whose screen name is "Darkcoast VSC Hates You" was identified by 
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accepted as a "friend," they have the opportunity to post their own photographs, insignia 

or symbols if they wish to do so, and to post biographical information such as where they 

live, their hometown, their height, their sex, and other information including messages to 

other friends or to the public at large. 

Byrnes noted that the Respondent had posted a message to his "friends" which 

stated that "command is good. Already have most rookie collars in my precinct, ha ha." 

(DX 2 p. 35) Byrnes agreed that the Respondent, by posting that comment, was not 

hiding the fact he was a police officer. Byrnes also agreed that the Respondent had never 

posted any type ofVinlanders patch, insignia or symbol, nor did he post any type of 

swastika, or upside down cross, or any symbol associated with any type of hate group. 

Although the site allowed the Respondent to list his favorite movies and favorite books, 

Byrnes agreed that the Respondent did not list anything related to hate groups. Also, 

although the site gave the Respondent the opportunity to list what his interests were, 

Byrnes agreed that the Respondent did not list anything that could be characterized as 

affiliated with a hate group or racially charged. Byrnes agreed that the only connection to 

the Vinlanders that he found on the 36 pages of the Respondent's MySpace page were the 

insignias that had been posted by some of his virtual friends. Byrnes also confirmed that 

when he first saw these insignias, he did not know what they were until he was told by 

JTTF what they symbolized. Byrnes agreed that the Respondent never posted any 

message that could be characterized as being a message from someone affiliated with a 

hate group, or neo-Nazis, or white supremacy, and none of the messages that the 

Respondent received were made public on his website. 
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Byrnes agreed that the investigation started in about January, 2007, that he was 

the lead IAB investigator, that the Respondent was on full duty status, that there is a very 

high level of secrecy in these type of investigations, and that safeguards were in place to 

insure this investigation remained confidential, including that the command center 

produced an encrypted log number for this case. Byrnes testified that, to his knowledge, 

the security and the confidentiality of this investigation was never compromised. 

Since it was not until 2008 that the Respondent's probation was extended and he 

was placed on modified assignment status, he had no reason to know that he was being 

investigated until April, 2007, when he was approached by the JTTF investigators who 

told him, "Don't be surprised iflnternal Affairs gives you a call." Byrnes further agreed 

that it was in late February, 2007, that the Respondent deleted and removed from his 

MySpace account the names of "friends" who JTTF had identified as Vinlanders, and that 

it was in early March that he closed his account. 

Byrnes confirmed that, as part of the investigation, 19 surveillances were 

conducted of the Respondent during a 12 to 14 month period by himself and by personnel 

from both the Chief ofIAB and Group 55, which specializes in surveillance, to see if the 

Respondent was associating with any of the people who JTTF had identified as 

Vinlanders or skinheads. Some of these surveillances lasted all day long, from morning 

until late afternoon. During all of these 19 surveillances, the Respondent was never was 

seen with a Vinlander or a member of any hate group or at any location or event where 

Vinlanders or hate groups were known to gather. Byrnes confirmed that during these 19 

surveillances the Respondent basically was seen going to work, going home, and doing 

grocery shopping. On occasion, he went to New Jersey to visit a female friend. 
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Also, as Byrnes noted, the Respondent posted a message to his cyber friends in 

which he clearly indicated that he was a police officer ("Command is good. Already 

have most rookie collars in my precinct, ha ha." DX 2 p. 35). If the Respondent knew 

that he was communicating with white supremacists, it is unlikely that he would have 

identified himself as a police officer. 

31 

It is clear that once the Respondent learned that certain of the tag names he had 

accepted as cyber friends his MySpace account had been identified as Vinlanders, the 

Respondent proceeded to delete them as friends from his MySpace account. Byrnes 

testified that the Respondent removed all of the cyber friends who JTTF had identified as 

Vinlanders from his website after JTTF's interview with Hewitt and he closed his 

MySpace website on March 22, 2007. 

Finally, although the Assistant Department Advocate (the Advocate) asserted that 

the Respondent made an admission at his November 5, 2008 official Department 

interview that he was aware that the people he was associating with could have been 

white supremacists, the Respondent testified that the answers he provided at his official 

Department interview in response to questions about what he knew about the Vinlanders' 

beliefs were based solely on the information that had been provided to him by Mecabe 

and the FBI special agent in April, 2007. The Advocate did not successfully refute the 

Respondent's claim that Mecabe was the only source of his information about the 

Vinlanders' beliefs or his claim that his official interview interrogators had never asked 

him how and when he had learned about the Vinlanders' beliefs. 

Since the Department presented no witness who could establish that the 

Respondent was aware that he was socially interacting with persons who advocated 






