








POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW CENTER 5 

[ emphasis added] Later in the conversation Fox states that he will call Respondent only 

ifhe still has the ticket. Three days later, Fox followed-up with O'Reilly to report that, "I 

told them to hold everything and they sent it all down." [ emphasis added] It is 

reasonable to infer from this exchange that Fox contacted Richie about "send[ing] it all 

down," not Respondent. Even more significant is the fact that his request to hold the 

processing of summonses seems to have been ignored. In sum, the recordings fail to 

confirm that Respondent was contacted by the PBA, let alone that he purposely 

participated in ticket fixing. 

The Department argues that within the context of the taped conversations, 

Respondent's failure to attempt to obtain a conviction at the Traffic Violations Bureau is 

sufficient to prove that he assisted in fixing this ticket. The gaps in the proven facts, 

however, preclude this tribunal from making the inference necessary to find that 

Respondent engaged in the charged misconduct. 

"Correlation does not imply causation" is a scientific maxim used to emphasize 

that the correlation of two variables does not automatically imply that one causes the 

other. Here, Respondent's statement that he was "unable to proceed" with this case in 

traffic court does not prove that he knowingly assisted in ticket fixing. Disciplinary Case 

No. 2011-5518 (Apr. 14, 2014) is instructive on this point: "Evidence in this forum must 

establish with some degree of certainty that the conduct it can prove occurred is not 

innocent or unrelated to the charged event." 

Moreover, this tribunal credited Respondent's testimony that, based on years of 

experience making court appearances, he knew that the information on the face of a 

summons was insufficient to obtain a conviction for a speeding violation. Respondent . 






